
 

 Cal Morrow’s 1934 Ford 

3 window coupe.  

 

Where did it go? How did it get 

there? Who owned it? Where is it 

now? 



 

It started something like this... 

 

or this, about 1952. 

  



It raced in Vancouver. 

 

It ran at Bonneville 

 



1955-Featured in ROD & CUSTOM  

 

 



 







 



British Columbia Custom Car Association history. 

by Ron Farmer    1940’s to the 1970’s 

 .  

   



 

KUSTOMRAMA newsletter 

Build specifications and more. 

  



1955/1956-Car was sold to Don Fraser  

The car went with him when he moved to Victoria. 

 

  



At Western Speedway-Victoria BC 1955/56 

 

Photographer unknown 

 



1957- Car purchased by Daryl Foster 

   



 



1958-Victoria Centennial Autorama. 

The car was painted Electric blue by Dick Willoughby. Grant King 

made the hood with scoop and the new front bar.  

“OLDSMOBILITY” became its name for this show. 

 

 

 



1958 BCCCA car show is featured. 

 



1958-Pacific International Motorama . 

We are in the show but not in the photo. 

  

 



1958 – Featured in “THE” magazine. 

   



 

I always wondered why they used the name “Northern Star” in this article. 

Dennis Besler pointed out that on page 42 is a ’34 owned by Jerry Berg named 

Northern Star. Editing error or did they think that name suited mine better? Who 

knows? 



 

  



1962-3rd  magazine article 

 



 

 

  



1959-Victoria & Vancouver car shows. 

 Now named the “MANDARIN” the booth featured a 

$5000.00 bronze Buddha.  

  

 



  



 

 

  



 

1960 The “Orange Krate” with real 

borrowed oranges. 

Vancouver and Victoria car shows 

booth displays. 

  



 

 

 

  



1961/62- Bought by Joan Cunningham. 

With Quarter Miler husband Gary they overhauled the engine, 

brought maintenance items up to date and Joan drove it in the 

drags at San Cobble. 

 

 

The Orange Krate at San Cobble. 

About 1971 Mike Coppinger bought it, then Gord Mitchell and 

next John Clapp. By the time it got to Dennis Besler in 1973 it 

was not running and closer to stock with fiberglass fenders and 

34 Ford grille and most of the custom front end parts, hood and 

fenders came with the car (See photos of the car in primer)   



The Olds engine was gone and a 265 Chev was sitting on 2x4’s 

close to where it belonged. The interior was stripped and in all 

aspects there was a lot of work to do to get it running. Dennis, 

needing a house more than a hot rod sold it to Wayne Bertrand. 

Gary Murray became an owner at some point before it went to 

John Beddington but by then the custom nose, hood and fenders 

etc. were separated from the car and in the hands of a fellow 

named Al Hopkins who I’m told still has them in 2016. That is a 

real shame!  John Beddington did the work to make it a whole 

car again in the late 70’s or early 1980’s. He painted it, or had it 

painted first in yellow with flames and then back to where it 

started in black. Eventually John also sold the car and the story 

goes that it went to a Hell’s Angels member on the mainland and 

from there the trail goes cold. 

There may have been other owners in the mix and some dates 

might be off a bit but this is close to actual events. 

Dennis Besler was instrumental in getting the Vancouver Island 

story in to the Rodder’s Journal and we owe him for keeping the 

photos and the stories that go with them. 

In 2012 he built the model of the Orange Krate that you can see 

in the photos a couple of pages on. 

                                  
 



This is the car when Dennis Besler had it in 1973. 

 

 

 

  



Model of the Orange Krate by Dennis Besler. 
 

 

 

  



As Dennis was working hard to collect photos and other things 

relevant to early Vancouver Island hot rodding history I gave him 

the trophies I had left that the car had won while I owned it plus 

the original Mandarin show card. 

I showed it in Victoria in ’58, ’59 & ‘60, in Vancouver in ’58, ’59 & 

60, in Bremerton Washington in 1959 and Nanaimo in 1958 plus 

some other local smaller events. It was best in show in Victoria in 

1958. 

 

 



The John Beddington restoration in yellow. 

 

 
 



A poster featuring the car 

 

And back to black (Beddington) 

  



Magazine article-2016 



 

 

 

 



 

  



More about Cal Morrow 

  



 

 

This is as much as I was able to learn as of 

August 2016.  



A few more photos of the car. 1958 

 



 

 

 

 

 



1960 Autorama to Jazz- Victoria 

 

 



Two of my other cars.  

 

  



The Orange Krate 2 

 

Hybrid.            Electric or push. 

 

 



 



 

You don’t have to listen too hard to hear guys 

all over the world who have sold special cars 

saying, “I wish I had kept that car”. 

 Me.  August 2016  



THE    END 
Thanks to Dennis Besler, Jerry Abramson, Jack 

Mather and Joan Cunningham for their 
help with this project. 

Apologies for missed photo credits. 

I hope you will let me know if you have anything 

to add to this story including additions, other 

photos or corrections. 

 

An F & S Production 



 

 


