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view by Bob Clarke

QUARTER MILERS HISTORY by Bob Clarke

The Quarter Milers (Hot Rod and Custom Car Club) was formed in February, 1956 as a direct result of the
ensuing negative publicity resulting from the death of a fellow hotrodder by the name of Frank Lapp.

Daryl Foster wrote a letter to the editor and included the signatures of many local car buffs.
A well-attended meeting was called and the decision was made to form Victoria's first hotrod club.

In order to prove to the general public as well as law and order officials who may have considered us 'crazy
young hotrodders', we set about to demonstrate that we could be sensible members of society who happen
to love fast and attractive cars.

The club instituted strict rules of driving conduct while wearing the distinctive purple and white club jackets
and displaying club plaques on their cars.

The members demonstrated their corporate responsibilities by donating their services to the 'Community
Chest", 'Red Cross' (blood donor drives and canvassing), delivering 'Christmas Hampers' to less fortunate
children, as well as stopping to assist stranded motorists.

Many local drivers were helped on their way by club members who refused remuneration but presented the
motorist with a 'Courtesy Card' stating the aims of the club. Club members also installed lap type seatbelts
in cars long before seatbelts became mandatory.

In order to promote ourselves as the good guys of the hotrod set we also arranged our own publicity.

Many spinoff clubs were started up as a result of the success of the Quarter Milers club. The 'Roadsters’,
the 'Golden Knights'; the 'Century Toppers', S.P.A.R. (Saanich Peninsula Auto Restylists), as well as some
un-island clubs. The 'Century Toppers' club was revitalized with a few of the original members and some
new ones who have remained car nuts who can now afford to build and buy the cars they used to only
dream about.

Two of the main activities of the Quarter Milers club were the 'Car Shows' and 'Drag Races'. The first hotrod
and custom car show was held in the Victoria Curling Club on Quadra Street in 1958 - the Centennial
Autorama'. Indoor car shows continued through the sixties and early seventies when outdoor car shows
gained in popularity

The drag racing interests of the club blossomed with the use of a straight section of a rock haulage road
owned by Ocean Cement at Cobble Hill. The club supervised drag strip attracted hotrodders from all over
the island and gave vent to the speed urge of young drivers in a safe and sensible manner. A separate
entity, the 'Island Timing Association’, was formed to oversee the expanding interest in drag racing.

The rock haulage drag strip was dubbed 'San Cobble' and continued in operation until a young Duncan
entrepreneur developed a regulation size drag strip near Mill Bay. The uphill shutoff area proved a limiting
factor in that the sanctioned strip was limited to 180 mph and the fact that the land was more valuable as a
site for future homes.

The club started to lose steam in the early seventies with the waning interest in indoor car shows, members
following new careers to other cities, and the fact that the ‘'muscle car' era meant that one could order a hot
car rather than having to build one.

The Quarter Milers club was quietly disbanded in 1972 and, 9 years later held their first reunion on the date
of the 25th anniversary of the inception of the club.

On February 23, 24 & 25, 2001, the club will celebrate a 45 year reunion at the site of the first reunion - the
'Harbor Towers'.




This event is one of the main reasons the
Quarter Milers Club was formed at this time.

Frank Richard Lapp, 2325
Jemme- was still unconscious an
“weaker’ nbestiosephrs=i0
pital today. |

Lapp has been in critical col
dition since he received head iR
juries, a broken leg and pQeSsE
ble internal injuries in a fata
“hot-rod” acudent,sam}
lxm the-aceident-was Johr
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LAPP—In Victoria on January 28,
1956. Frank Richard Lapp. aged
20 vears, of 1325 Lang Street;
born in Victoria. He is survived
by his father and step~-mother,
Mr. and Mrs. Richard H. Lapp
at . the 1r~1r1rm‘9 hﬂ""Tﬁ'G"‘TT x
D
Eleamm— Dewu__o-&——ww h'c
grandparenbs—Mr_ M
Hﬂﬁ*‘ﬂ“"@r—’an%}ﬂm George
CApD.

Funeral services from MeCall
Bros.! PFloral Funeral Chapel on
Saturday, January 28, at 12 o’clock
noon. Rev. W. E.” Greenhalgh of-
ficiatine. Interment  # Royval Oak
Burial Park. R R

It prompted me to write a letter to the “editor”



The Editors, January 14, 1956

Victoria Press Ltd.,
2631 Douglas Street,
Victoria, B.C.]

Dear Sirs:

With reference to articles which appeared in our two local papers. The
Daily Times and the Daily Colonist concerning a recent automobile
accident:

Two terms were used, to wit, “hot rod” and “souped-up” motor, in a way that tended
to twist the true facts out of reasonable proportion. For instance, cars of today in
nearly all cases have greater horse power than the “hot rod” referred to in the
articles. That car, in fact, incapable of developing 125 horse power at the most,
compared with Chevrolet V8 at 162 horse power, Ford at 202 horse power and other
larger cars at 300 horse power, and more. Almost any car on the road today, from
small foreign cars to the largest American car, could have done what that car did,
with equally disastrous results.

A common definition of a hot rodder is any fool who drives with wild abandon and is
careless for the safety of others. In truth, a more correct definition would be a
person who owns a car exactly like many others on the road today, but who improves
his machine to achieve maximum performance, efficiency and economy. The facts
must be made clear that all attention on this type of car is not put on the motor, but
rather that every part, brakes, steering, etc. receive equal attention.

Two errors appeared in these articles, to the effect that the car was running on three
carbs and that the motor was built by the youth himself. In the first case, the car was
only running on two carbs, like many modern cars (ex. four throat carbs) one being
disconnected. In the second case, the motor was not built by the owner, but rather
another city youth.



To date all dealings with the younger motorists have been in the form of fines,
license suspensions, and prison terms. Why is there no place for these motor age
enthusiasts to test their equipment under proper supervision? k Would it not be
better if drinking, illegal racing and idle time were replaced by legal racing and co-
operation with the police? All efforts so far on behalf of the younger generation have
been quashed in the bud.

Now, a trial unofficial club, headed by Daryl Foster, has been formed, the purpose of
which is to get the kids off the street and onto a safe place to test their equipment.
Building “Timing Traps” is the most reasonable, cheap, logical and intelligent way of
approaching the subject. Timing Traps, commonly referred to as drag strips, flourish
in the States and are also in use in Vancouver and Port Alberni. The Port Alberni Strip
is under the guidance of the local R.C.M.P., and many others are guided by the local
police, and all are run with police and public support. Club members who violate
traffic regulations are expelled or restricted by the club. Why cannot this be done
here?

The police forces of the four municipalities and the Colwood R.C. M.P. have been
approached on the subject. Cpl. Shepherd, commanding officer of the R.C.M.P. at
Colwood, offered his full assistance, with particular attention to safety education.
Assistant Saanich Police Chief Bert Pearson stated that he would give all possible help
he could in the development of a project of this kind. Oak Bay Police Chief Restin
gave an encouraging though non-committal answer to a recent phone conversation.
Approval was also voiced by Victoria Chief Blackstock during a half hour interview.
Esquimalt Police Chief Stancombe would make no definite statement at the time he
was called. Saanich Police Chief Bull refused to discuss the subject with us.

This is not an appeal for aid, neither financial nor in the form of gifts or grants, but,
an appeal will be made!

Someone has died; don’t let the next one be someone important to you. The cure for
the problem of youth in the mechanical age is your problem, and it is most important
right now.

Yours truly,



Howard Goodall Daryl Foster

Frank Kitto Howard Hilton
Ray McDougal Dick Willoughby
Phil Hendry Frank Addison
Bill Sims Phil Lambrick
Johnny Ellis Dick Varley
Gary Dickenson Fred Kockett
Bob Clarke Chuck Nault
Dick Layton Bill Foster

Don Mitchell Tucker David
Pete Walker Bob Ray

Gene Eslin Bob Lindsay

Bill Mattison Gary Tucker
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Right from the start we were hugely
successful in getting media support and we
capitalized on that by following what could

be described as a rather unconventional
approach for getting our drag strip.

In no particular order, what follows are
examples of promotion, photos, news
stories and advertising that kept us firmly
in the public eye. From a lion cub to the
Lions club and from poetry to pies we were
relentless in our pursuit of public exposure.
We made many friends. We received a lot
of help. We did get a place to race.
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Tuning Up for Big Drive

These four members of the Quarter-
Milers Club will be doing a different
sort of driving when they join Com-
munity Chest canvass, Daryl Foster,
Bob Clarke, Harvey Stratford and

WNE——

Dave Winter, owner of “modified street
rod” pictured here, will help drive
chest over the top, along with scores

of other volunteers. — (Colonist photo
bv Jim Rvan)
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Here's What Proposed Drag Strip Would Look Like
* * *

* *

*

Drag Strips Designe
For Safety and Spee

Wanowirer Meland's Ratanddrrs
foe e e

By JIM TAYLOR

To the average observer,
a drag strip may not look
like much. To a bot-rodder,
it Is & quarter-mile stretch
of asphalt-paved heaven

It is a place to s fust
what his oar enn do, a place
to check schmtifically the re
sults of his bours of wark,
and bave fun at the same
time. This s w Vancouver
Island's hot-redders want-—a
plare to drag cars that for the
most part have been all
dressed up, with ne place to
§9, for (he past two years,

They have the ears, Now

pically, i#t's »
ation, jodged froem & complete
Bop to maximum speed at
| tainadle over a JQuarter-mile
puth, It & run Magiy or In
| twos and threes, with timing
done at the begimning and end
of tha atrip,

Botied down to hasics. It's a
race sgainst time and olher
cars, Its a moe with all the
excitement of any wild dash
down a highway, but with «
difference, Hece there are no

0 send B A Carvening
olit of confrol, no tebdephone
polex to wrap It arousd Which

ins why police Invariably

fokehaurted support to

drag  atrips  wherevee they
spring up

It hux aleeady beon stared

limed  acocler

ciubs, Here is an idea of what
the pudlic would be buying

I Highly Orgunized

To kogin with,
tion of n deag =t
by night, hapdaz operntion

It is n highlyon eed

dertaking, ard the looal group
ould have the bemefit of ox
periences of clubs all over the
United iIn draw fLrom

when work begins
Thore xre s
» wration
under

the farma.|
Is no fiy

of such
in the
a g
lomal Mot Rod
The NHRA #sets
standards for stripa, provides
Hterature regarding races and
viths, and offers
wards for performances
Arrips,

pit arra eomapletely Isolsted
from the geeernl public. A
staft of INHRA T1ecom.
' minimnums is on hand

du~s 80 in top condition
Mis I8 no cursory examina:
ton, Each esr b inspocted by
& gualified tochniclan and mast
pins 2 po i check
and  exhau
FHafety bells
szogeies, roll hars, shatter
windshlelds and
jzuishers are only a low ploces
o the standard ogquipmment e
giuired for each ear,
To meet NHRA specifica-
thams, a dong ®irip must have
ubascs and first ald
hand at all times
driver must be fully in

| munity,” reporta Daryl Fos

Down to Zero

"In essence, & drag strip pro.
vides a ce for hotrodders
10 try their cars, Butl makes
sure that the probahillty rate
of an accident s as near %o
rero Ay humanldy peswible.

With suffickent fimancial
turking at the sta drag
strips have almost always
provesn to be sucoesful undes
takings In the United States,
and the NHRA has proved
that onoe those inlial expenses
e met, & sarip can be virtually
sell supporting.

“We bellove that a
would be an asset & 1

strip
o)

ol the Quarter Mlilers
would serve 3 dual purpose in
1t It would give hotrodders
a pluce 1o race and al (he same
time provide the public with
a good spectator sport. It's
worksd oul that way in other
places and we feel It could
here, Too”

Ofticials of the NHRA have

rod  virus  Dbltes

It becomes a sport,
v and  aveeation  volied
one. Adult guldance and
axsletunes « muke it & can
stroctive enterprise.  Unfalr
eritic can gexve only ta

e hot

inte

here that the Jadand Timeng
:{"‘-‘ want a place to drag | Awnclation will appeal to the
hern

Just what Is & deag? Teots

Nothing is left to chance.
| Under NHRA specifintionn a
public for funds 1o construct | strip meuast’ have an inspection
A drag strip for its 14 mensber |arsa, & parking srvs and »

oreata Dittmess and drive a
perfectly Ingitimate  wctlvity
underground™

1, and NHILA has » special
s¢ Deme (o keep the rute down

A suitable location, high cost and public

opinion were obviously going to make it
difficult.




Drag Strip to Cost $25,000;
Raising Sum Big Problem

(Yancouver hot-redders

are Jooking for a place to race,
This is the last of a three-part
sevies giving thelr argumentis for
public ald In the construcilon of &
drag sirip.)

By JIM TAYLOR

In times when deals involv-
Ing millions of dollars are com-
monplace, $25,000 doesn't seem
like much. But just try and
raise it,

Taland's

The why's and wherefores) step in the right directon"
of a drag strip have already| Officers in other Island cen-
| been explained here. On May 22 | tres are of a similar viewpoint,
| and May 23 at Victeria Curling | and police everywhere that
| Club, the hotrodders will ex-| drag strips have sprung up
plain in more detail at the an- | have been quick to recognize
| nual car show, their value,
| TO ANYBODY The hot-rodders aren't ask-

ing for someone to hand them

their strip on a silver platter,

| TheyNl talk to anybody wha |
| wants to listen, but it's a frus- v
e They don't want everything

| trating business at best. Daryl |

“OL‘h; It\rl\"nlz,'rl‘:rz]g:'z@:z‘:‘:::& Foster of the Quarter-Milers :tr::“ Iir:r !‘ihcr:.ia\l‘v h:‘l‘ ﬁlt‘}' dg
for over a 'vpar, and so' far| explaing It this way: ‘ mor.mv\ Io:ﬂtt(;cm “:o' d?)oul’};e
$1,500 has been raised for it's| “One of us can corner some- | ;. aceary work themselves to
drag strip fund. Hotrodders| ore, sit down and talk to him, | m-ak;; the drag stri ~pasqible
are a determined breed, which | and have him go away con-| “p T Tl thare have Beet
probably explains why the ef-| Vinced that we should get our| o 0 5 ens to oot
forts haven't died of discour-| drag strip. But we can’t reach | children lnff ‘hg s%rept: 'It‘zhe
agement Jong ago. But even| everybody, and we're going '0' puf;lic hiks otllcn axtreascd R
determination has its limita-| need everybody’s help if this desire to }:9( the ho;(,'l‘o.ds off
tions, and without public help!| thing is to go through.” e ; ? .

bl Arai atriy for the | 3 A | the streéts too, and the hot.
hopes for a drag strip for the| What do the hotrodders| yodders are only too willing to

[ need? They need a piece of | 4o jt.
| property 200 feet wide by a| By they can't do it alone.
| mile long. In a pinch they :
could make do with a strip
three-quarters of a mile long.
[In addition, they need the |
| $25,000.

Island's hot-rodders seem
doomed to failure.

NEAR DUNCAN :

The properily should be
somewhere in the Duncan or |
Nanaimo area, so that it is

| centrally located for all Island

hot-rodders, but this

strictly necessary. |

“Most of all, we need a
service club to back us, or we
have to go it alone,” Foster
explained, “The only way we
ceuld do it ourselves would be
with a bond issue and shares.”

With only 300 members in
the 14 memberclubs of the
Island Timing Association, sel-
ling shares would mean turn-
ing to the public. And, as has
been said here before, the pub-
lic attitude toward hot-rodders,
erroneous though it is, still
makes the prospect of selling

isn't '

| mahy shares a dubious one,

RIGHT DIRECTION

The Island Timing Associa-
tion has police backing in its
bid for a strip. Police Chief
John Blackstock of Victoria

calls such a move “a definite




Lots of free publicity.

MOTOR CLUB NEWS

Victoria Automobile Club
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Birth of a dragster

MIL

Hot-rodding not only provides hours
of pleasure for a large number of
citizens, but during the vears has made
many worthwhile contributions to the
automobile industry

I'he true “rodder” does his racing on
& supervised race course, either against
the clock or other cars, or both, Very
often local police and officials of auto-
maobile associations organize and help

stage  competition  meets Alwavs the

At Cassidy pits

Drag strip starting line

ERS

By DARYL FOSTER

{ Photography

“Hot-Rodder" and “Shot-Rodder™
are two terms \c‘} often ¢ III\I\('li l’l
fact you may not have heard of the
last mentioned if you are outside the
auto racing fraternity

A hot-rodder is a person of any age
16 to 60, who is nterested in automo-
tive sports from the buildir driving
and racing angle, His work 1s exactin
and precise, for he is continually
striving to achieve maximum auto per-
formance, economy and efficiency. He
is one of the foremost exponents of
safety, and frequently his wife and
children are his most ardent ‘fans.’

Page Sixteen

“Curly” Hilton)

meets are run with ])(vi:,ln' .ll)l”l‘\.!l,
And it is interesting to note that
wherever organized “hot-rodding™ has
been encouraged and properly super-
vised, the automobile accident, deatl
and complaint rate has dropped sub-
stantially

An example occurred
to the south of us a yvear or so agn. In
Pomona, California, “shot - rodders”
were running wild through the town.
The l(n‘.ll }Jv.llni‘ lorce l‘Nt‘l(\‘(l every
effort, but vouthful energy was not to
be denied, and the powes ul cars mult
plied.  The rate  went up,

in the country

accident

'dies increased. Responsible citizens
decided that the best course of correc-
tion was to provide the voung auto
enthusiasts with a place to expend their
energies. A track was built, and today
not only is the problem licked, but the
city has a tourist
with citizens too. A substantial number
of simiar clubs and ations de-
voted to "hot-rod racing” now flourish

action populat
ASs0

across the continent.

But what about that “shot-rodder"?
Here we find the immature, inconsider-
it any age, He need not
have a “souped-up” vehicle. He may
be your neighbour, the quict little chap
who weeds his petunias every weekend
But put him behind the wheel of the
farmly sedan, and
murderous type! He is just as danger
ous than that
voungster with the hopped-up sedan
passes vou like a flash on the
highway. At any rate, “shot-rodder” is
the term used by the racing boys to
describe a poor driver, and what they
mean, quite appropnately, is that the
fellow's intelligence is “shot™!

Like the Vancowver Island Track
Racing Association, the Quarter-Milers
are a recently formed Nzation
interested in the promotion of safer
driving habits on our roads and better
racing on supervised tracks, Quarter
Milers differ trom V.I'T.R.A, members
in that they are primarily interested in
‘dragging.” Last month azine
ran an article on V.IL'T.R.A. operations,
concern stock-cars on a full-scale

driver of

brother, what 2

perhaps more so

who

o

s m

which

Hee track

A “mother head beast™ leaves the 100 mop.h
field behind on a typical 1,320 foot strip.

THE QUARTER MILERS
Officers
Bob Clarke
Daryl Foster
Harvey Stratford
Harry James

President

Vice-Pres,
Secretary
Treasurer

ISLAND EVENTS ¢  Apcl, 1956




A “drag" race is a timed acceleration
run judged from a complete stop to
maximum speed attainable. It is run
over a straight quarter mile strip, either
singly, or in two's or three's. Timing is
done in the last few feet, just before
and just after the quarter mile distance.
The car, or cars, are then slowed, and
returned to the pit area. Layout of
such a “drag stnp"” is shown in the
accompanying sketch

Running and personnel rules are
rigidly enforced by “drag" officials, all
with the aim of maximum safety,
Failure to comply with rules can result
m elimination from an event, or actual
expulsion from the club, Crash helmets,
safety belts, inspected gear and ade-

Herding The Beasts

A Hot-Rodder’s Glossary
Beast—Car with fast getaway
Blow Off or Dust Off —Cross the

quarter-mile mark first
Bone—Model "A" Ford,
Breaking Loose — Tires do not
hold.
Chopped Top
lowered.
Getting a Bite—Tires hold trac-
tion during acceleration,
Goat—The other fellow’s car.
Gook Wagon Car loaded with
ornaments; nothing extra in-
side.
Gutted — Car
stripped,
Herd—To drive a car
Mother Head T'ernfic, a real
gone car
Lakester
fenders.
Nerf—To push another car
Jll).{ A carburetor,
Pot Out-—Engine [ailure,
Prune—To beat another car.
Sectioned —Car lowered by re.
moving a section of the body
Smoke Out of the Chute—Ac-
celerate from the starting line
with tires spinning.
Stick a Foot in the Pot
throttle wide

Car with its cab

with its interior

Special body and no

Open

A drag strip is within the realm of any community’s accomplishment, provided there
are enough parties imterested in working for it. Most service clubs are on the lookout
for worthwhile projects. Here is one which has the public safety at heart, as well as
providing a very necessary outlet for this gencration’s wheeled enthusiasts,

Editor,

quate fire precautions are only a few
of the conditions H“t{\nl'(‘d before a car
can compete

While a meet is under way, any car
can run in its scparate class against
what is considered by officials to be
fair competition. From the cop on his
motorcycle to the [n‘ll('(‘lin!ns‘l hot-
rodder with his 6-wheeled, twin-aircraft
engine monster, all can get nd of t
urge to get there fast and in competi-
with race s
everything, and when the frantic dash
finishes, electric timing devices settle
without argument who racked up the
lastest \pm‘d

ton someone  ¢lse he

determined by cubic
ne displacement, weight and body
style, and whether supercharged or not.
If neighbour Brown and
Smith argue about which of their cars
is the best for speed and acceleration,
they can join this club and find out,
their family sedans — provided
they comply with safety regulations.

In Victoria we have no drag strip
not yet, The Junior Chamber of Com-
merce has taken up the fight for all of
interested in autos and
racing, however, and Jaycee Len King
heads a committee trying to locate a
suitable site. Then will come the need
for funds 1o build & strip

Most local police authorities have
voiced approval of our plans to build
a drag strip, and some Officers have
offered their assistance in forming and
running the c¢lub meets. So we have
made a beginning. Our membership is
growing.

Victoria Quarter Milers are rather
like the cricket team that has the
players, the equipment and the en-
(||U\:.JAH_ but nowhere to l":l on a
-;m-d match wonder
whether vou, the public, are interested

Classes  are

neighbour

using

us who are

Sometimes  we

m our need
Arc vou !

Typical Drag Strip Layeut

WLLTAION AREA

NI ARLA

1o TIMER'S STAMD

e — s BT TUEN SOUTE
137 TRAP

MB 3000 SuUTORY

Down in San Fernando, California, the
motorcycle patrolmen join in the fun, and
not only assist in organization, but frequent-
ly compete in actual drag events. Interested
by-stander is Victoria's “Curly” Hilton,

Here are the Jeading enthusiasts in local
drag circless Quarter Miler Executive L to R
standing, Daryl Foster, Bob Clarke; kneeling,
Harvey Stratford and Harry James

DUNCAN

{ Pleasant Welcom

at the

COMMERCIAL HOTEL

Duncan, B.C. Phone 6

Daniels Motor Co. Ltd.

VOLKSWAGEN SALES & SERVICE

Phone 600 Night Phone 715R

DUNCAN, B.C.
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A Queen of the show was mandatory.

is is worth reading

By EDMUND COSGROVE

You didn't have to be
real far out to make the

eves
| mean?
Or you burn the drums to|
stop heside a ‘26 T roadster|
scene—but it helped. | with the name of “Blue Dia-
Like, there were all these|mond.” Handmade julce tank|
irons, see. And up on the band-'and exhaust, frame hand-:
stand Eleanor Collins (real tooled from four-inch channel
conl) and the Autoramaliron, and from nowhere comes|
Queen, Bobbl James, 19, hazel the voice of this poet. |
eves, brown hair, 124 pounds, “Wednesday is green,” he's
five feet, seven inches . . .|Saying up there on the band-|
man. stand. "Why is Monday biue?
- because it sounds correctl.
COME ON Tuesday is brown and it fits."
Hard to Keep yvour attention “Nice car,” you say to' your
on one thing. neighbor, young fellow named
You start reading the vital| Dave Bartlett, Dave 12 17 and|
stats on & real gleaming iron| he liked the rods, but the lron|
with a 1930 Model A chassis, | that really took his fancy ls!
’49 Mercv rear end and a a $12,900 Buick, gleaming red,
Packard transmission cuu\fr-r-|lh:n revolves slowly among|
ted from a floor shift . . and| the lineup of cars on display
suddenly you're thinking of|at the Autorama in the Curl
five feet, seven inches, hazel| ing Club.

« « You know what 1‘, o o

Make That Autorama Scene
Irons and Eyefuls Real Cool

Educated people the
world over tell you Tuesday
ig brown,” intones the man on
the stage. His name, we find,
is Tony Emery. He reads far
out poetry to jazz. He's a
professor. N

“That's enough of that non-
sense,” says the poet abruptly
and then Eleanor Collins gets
up and belts out a couple of
songs, In the style that has
won for Eleanor Collins a
large and Joyal fan club,

Everyone stops eyeing the

gleaming cars to eye Miss
Collins, who I8 ceriainly an
eveful., Then the music fades
and we all look back at the
CAars,

By this time the place Is so
packed that the girls selling
the tickets are wishing for a

| second set of hands.




INGENIOUS IMPROVISATION AT QUARTER-MILERS’ AUTORAMA

' Hot Cars, Cool Jazz Really Jive Together

By NORMAN CRIBBENS | Zephyr transmisslon, and took
Do cars and jJazz go to-|five years to bulld,
gether? . | "EiTorro,” entered by Johnny
Mo whert  the Walker, has a 1831 Ford body |
o like jazz i1self, are im- With 1M0 Ford brakes 1951.
provised and put together with Oldsmaobile engine and 1%
bits and pieces of this and that. Hudson steering gear The
If you don't belisve me, go|0AT end came from a 1840
to the Autorama put on by the Ford nmi' the .utslrumﬂ:ls
Quarters Milers Club of Vie from a 1954 De Soto.
toria at the Cutling Rink any' “Lil Devil," owner by Ricky|
time between now and mid o Little of Victoria, has 1855|
tight today Chevrolet coachwark, painted!
| Here is a marriage of hot marcon, and a 1956 Chevrolet
cars and cool jazz and Impro- engine,
vization-—so much needed in| “Tempo," entered by Bob|
this age of increasing standard:| ~aeke has a 1341 Chevrolet |
17.1't.mn is the keynote of both, bady, 1 Buick transmission |
The cars on display are in. .4 ¢ carbuertor.
gonious combinat 5 of o
company’s engine with another OLDEST CAR
lcompany’s lranamission Oldest car
'"another o 3 K | viewed from outside, Is
and fourth wany’s steering | *“Mood Indig built by C
upparatus, ter Sapaly. The body is a 1915
The jazz l&« a compound of | Fard roadster with brass radi-
ideas by Jeading local instrus| gror, but the engine is a 1941
nientulists led by Buddy Glover | Mepcury and there is a hand-
and Hans conductor | made atuminum hood.
{ Victoria mphony Or| “Sweet and Sassy,” & clever |
model by Jim Donaldson, em-|
| bodies a 1940 Fard coupe with|
a 1557 Chevrolet Corvette en-
ne, 1
Daryl Foster of Victorla s

certainly

in the show,|

" POETRY READINGS
v king with them is Pro-|
gsor Tony Emeory of ""';81
University of Victoria who! x
reads poetry against a jazz the author of “Mandarin |
'background and samehow Painted a bright orange color |
' creates a Telation between the and using a 1934 Ford engine.
e has ent $5,000 on this
improviza which has won|
awards in U car shows,
Irving Ross of Duncan

HOT ROD, COMPACT style, and hot
rod, quartersmiler style, are demon-
strated at Curling Rink Autorama by

glist

At
Milers use

present  the Quarter

the BC. C

Company's road at Cobbl
e would like to et a

- paniment prov

dragstrip nearer Victori | Mr"Sprlnklc ;’Qm".le.l and

Peltomua =ald. ‘ arry Crawford Quintet,
Last year the Quarter Milers|

Hundreds of
[tended Fr :
two. Hil and glro around
;: But the emphasis is on the|

hot-rod cars and, whether you |
)
|are autominded or not,
*|will be deligt

8

is

you ; D i
ted by the strange Tepresented by “Jade” an In-
{and remarkable combinations | EeNiOUs model built around &}
offected with years of patience | 1929 Ford roadster chassis, |

without the jazz and spent|he featured with the All
more than they took in. Auto-{Jazz Group,
rama is an attempt to combing! semble e
the best in hot-rods and cu
cars with the best jazr
avallable,

“We shatl do this ever
we get enough support,” the|play the bongo drums
ung president said. 'Jau Jam session,

land skill by young men wha! Alvin Peltomaa, president of|
love cars for their own sake, the Quarter Milers Club of!
I Here. for Instance, s 8 com. Victoria, said he hoped the|
bination called the “LillAutorama would promote in.
3 d ted by both cars and hot-
yvearold Paul Ferris of Vie and r ¢ enough
: toria. It 2 1932 Ford three. | money to establish a drag-
window coach with a 1948 strip track) for club)lf
Mercury engine and Lincoln- members, !

OVET.
conductor

|will appear with the All

Mrs, Joan Ross,

the
hibits to a lively lazz accom- p
d by the Bon

a l14picce end

group and has indicated he will|stop  hot.rodding

chrome-
e Jade."”

n Irv Ros
ening creation,

(Times Photo by Strickiand.)

Prof, Tony Emery off \
|opened the Autorama  Show|!
x-| Friday night and introduced|s
wotty { i
cher, 1 will relgn as)t
“Miss A until tanight.
| “The Quarter Milers Club

the

) iis afternoon and evening|has done a great sorvice to the
put on a custom car display the Buddy Glover Quintet will| commur

howlng how young
in useful
withogt

Star|“They ar
people

constructl
Hans' g 5 info trouble

Star those miseries who wir
and
kill-joys

sazz,
in a;Th every-|
Iwhere." |

are




WHAT IS IT?

to Jazz," in Victoria Curling Rink April 28 and 29.
Taking a pre-show peep but getting nowhere are,
from left, Daryl Foster, Bob Clarke, Brad Clarke
and his mother, Mrs. Betty Clarke. (Times Photo,)

If vou can positively identify this shining but an-
cient example of automotive power it could win you
$100, Prize money is being put up by the Quarter
Milers’ Club as part of its two-day show, “Autorama




ELEANOR COLLINS
* ok ¥

The Car Corner

First Class Idea
Worth Repeating

By J, T. JONES

A stroke like the
Quarter ' Autorama to

| This means they'l] all have to

be good, and the come from
all over son B.C, and the
Pacific Northwest,

‘e 10 be teen

| panded and improved on the|® Put into words,
| original Idea, Naturally, the entrics will
e Whole works wil be un- display all the latest farout
veiled at the Curling Club ideas.
Wd 29, * * *
he show's custom| The Jazz will be worthwhile,
nd which it is built all by itself,
n fof existence—| For a start, Eleanor Collins
are entered by Invitation only. will be ti (I've carried a
for this girl for

his now-classic poetry to jazz,

Buddy Glover and combo
supply the foundation for it
all,

* * *
What else? Let's see, Frea
Miss Autorama, a dis
s. plus the

oria,

*

After last year's show, I
talked to a number of people
who are strictly lukewarm
about cars but wandered In
|out of curi overy last one
of them was enthusiastic.

The jazz fans learned about
¢ the car fans learned
about jazz,

* * %
ne last thing: somebody’s
going to go in there without
{a custom car and come out
|owning one that's been spe-
|cially modified as a prize.

Have to love an

article written

with style.

HIGHWAY TYPE STRIP

AN ISLAND

is the only drag spot on

Vancouver Island, still they manage to have some
wild races and big crowds.

By DAN ENYEART

Have you ever noticed how a
car can bring a group of fellows
together?

A yeor ago some of the boys
from an island called Vancouver
arrived in Washington with a
four-banger that fallel to meet
safety requirements. A local club
called the Drifters immediately
took it upon themselves to legal-
ie the ng.

The Yankee hospitality was
greatly appreciated and the Brit-
ishers offerer the use of Bamber-
ton Road, the island and a big
party In returs.,

This s how the big event bes <y,

gan with the Drifters from Mt
Vernon and the Mystics from
Victoria holding a drag meet on
the Bamberton , which is
run by the Quarter Milers Car
Club of Vancouy B. C.

With a couple of weeks to plan,
the Mystics went ail out. Articles
were put in the local papers tell-
ing of the American cars that
would be at the drag races, lodg-
ing facilities were found, and a
hall was rented for & banquet.

This was set up for a two-day
event. The first day was to wine
and ¢ , and the second day
was to drag and brag.

Now these Urnifters, being a
hardy bunch, had done quite of
both, but the first day caught
them with their goggles down.
It was a sort of Mardi Gras—Brit-
ish style,

The draggin day arrived and
the cowd headed for Bamberton
Road, After traveling about 30
miles, we arrived. Did I say ar-
rived?

After being accustomed to 75-
foot-wide runways and drag
strips, the Drifters couldn’t be-
lieve their eves. There sat Bam-
berton Road-—all 22-feet-wide of
it. It kind of ook off through the
and timber with a nice
dip right in the ddle of the
measured 1320. The shut-off area
was as far as the eye could see
he best strip

Northw but enough
not be said about the manage-
of the Quartermilers that

Y things run so smooth.

One of the bigger suprises was
the crowd that showed for the
big event, nearly five hundred.
Most of these had never seen a
drag race or at least one with
hot machinery.

If ever a place needs a strip,
Victoria, B. C,, should be one of
the first to get it

s may nol be t




HE Quarter Milers OF VICTORIA PRESENT

FEATURING

THE NORTHWEST'S TOP RODS and CUSTOMS
ELEANOR COLLINS - Canada's Leading Song Stylist

aurs  89C
KIDS 50c

WATCH NEWSPAPER FOR
SPECIAL MATINEIE PRICES

TICKETS

TOP JAZZ

FREE MOVIES

PROF. TONY EMERY'S “POETRY TO JAZZ"
$1,000 WORTH OF “KELBERT” TROPHIES
MISS AUTORAMA - QUEEN OF THE SHOW
MODEL CAR DISPLAY

THE OLDEST CAR IN VICTORIA

FABULOUS ""SPECTACULAR CARS"” DISPLAY

* oo ok ok % % % ¥

OR 3 FOR

10¢c Seml Custom Monarch 25¢

“S1 MONARCH COUPE Domated by

OLSON MOTORS IV 4-1144
S0DY WORK Donated by

FERNY'S AUTO BODY SHOP EV 2.4324
UPHOLSTERY Demeted by

TOMMY'S AUTO UPMOLSTERY  EV 3-894)
CHROME PLATING Domated by

FAIRMONT PLATING Y 5.0341
SPECIAL PAINT Denated by

AUTOMOTIVE SALES LTD. EY 2.5157

SPECIAL PAINT Applied by
MORRISON CHEV.-OLDS £V 3.1108

GIIRLING RINK

APRIL 28 and 29

FRIDAY - 6 P.M. TO 12 MIDNIGHT SATURDAY - 10 A.M. TO 12 MIDNIGHT
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the Jow, trim lines of this lowered roof,
custom car is Bob Clarke, Kaiser bumper, 2 ek mide
Quarter Milers' president, and ‘51 Mercury side skirta —(C
car began a3 €9 Ford but mow bas a photo by Jim Ryan.)

(

sty

4 A roadster

five of 30 estrien
ouver were able 1o reach
veia denuse of the CPR

3 wihh
sune of the Rattest production |
Aperis ecars made In North
Arower and not too far A
a beauty ouwned by
Fredetie

L y of >
couver emtries  eould
driven 1o elther Asaco
Jorseshos Bay for other fes
because the oars &
slung

Many of

»an

others are bulll up with gribe
fen sl wadlamps  an
Sumpers om  difh B
mast have had the r

the cars

Big question axioed by o
the visiturs ts the exhibition

shawed a Colonist reporier
then again. some of
L even need & kay

POWERFUL and a thing «
beauty is “Apache” balng insped
Quarts ers president Bob Clarke
and his wife. Car is owned hy Jim and

AT MOTORAMA SHOW

These Hot Rods &= o =
Are Aristocrats  Zeminn

By MICHAEL ROSE
One day a weel, sonmotimes ¥
twa, for searly seven yeoars Mr
2 Mre Jim MeGowsa ay
M IDeir oAr Now It ¢
b Curlisg Chib
sbawpoecs of the Vietoria guar
ter milers contemnial molsenma
The Yan s has
aken 199 In Vanesuver.
Somithe amd gaivd  Dor  the
modifed height e 1252

Toa0ster WirA ma
The “Ap
n

0L DUS

ath

. wwan, Vanco
I pliese of honor at
Motorams now at the Cucling Rink
(Wililam Eowcher phota)

DRIVERS' OATH
e Mmombers into
shoetn” be
n owih

ith them

el InDre

“In & Wt of exses drivery with
geestignabis rvoretds Aave 1
proved markedly wb
realize they are lettin
webven and the ofs

Par their heip aie an

1~
se,

' Chevrolet had b

0 the meta

Otifects o
Milety and «
plaines

ard

it Qearter
(2ev clune were ex
eslfenr Bob Claske




Mrs. M
phol

LD

R, C
d modem »&

Sanantin

Darddevils
At Heart

Young-at-heart hot - rodders
don ckapeaux of the open
gel the fee] of
car they hope
o win st Quarter Milers'
Autorama to Jazz show al
curling rink April 28 and 20,
Would - be apeedsiers  are
Miss Nel Edwards, 70, left,
and Miss Mona Rickaby,

Car giveawsy Is to raise

funds for drag strip. See
Car Corner, Page 6.—(Ryan
Bros. photo,)




The Right Place to Speed

OR several years those young
men in this community whose
particular hobby is developing fast
cars from ordinary models have
sought & drag strip. This is a
stretch of hard-surfaced roadway
on which they could test their cars
for speed and themselves for driv-
ing ability,

The cost of such a project has
appeared prohibitive. Last week-
end's use of a section of the B.C.
Cement Company's private road
near Cobble Hill appears to have
established an alternative both
practical and satisfactory.

The company's road is private.
It provides the physical facilities

for racing at no risk to anyone but
the performers and those closely
associated with them, If a private
concern is willing to allow its prop-
erty fo be used in this manner dur-
ing off hours, it is to be compli-
mented.

The virtue of a drag strip lies
chiefly in the provision it makes for
those who want fo test their car
speeds under conditions which fall
within the law and jeopardize the
public In no way. The sponsors of
last weekend's event are young men
who have shown a high degree of
civic consciousness in their support
of worthwhile causes in this com-
munity, They have earned respect.

Good Box

The Quarter-Milers Car Club roadster
seems (o have finally found' tomizer

the right combination to ar.! the

tract Victoria

their shows,
Chalrman of the Autorama!

People's
audiences to| from audience ballots with a
1915 Mode] T.

Foster said every effort wil

Office

but Langford cus-
Chester Sapala won
Choice award

Help on the Highway

1 i uarter
wish to extend my sincere thanks to the Q
Mlleis Club who so kindly assisted me on the Malahax' la;n
week. They extended me every courtesy and certainly dis-
} ood sportsmanship. s :
p‘ay'eld?xegir endSavors to assist people who are in difficulties
on the road should mot go unnoticed and I think tk{az xh;
citizens of Victoria and district should get behing this clu
ive them all the publicity they can. ’ y
- %l:anka again to the Quarter-Milers, Victoria's Moditied

Car Club. EARL B. ALLEN.

B0l Niagara Street, Victoria, BC.

Quartermilers Busy

Making Tots Happy

Members of the Quarter-|needy families in the Greater
milers Car Club will give more | Victoria area who will not be
than 1,600 Victoria children an |2ided over Christmas by any

ther s )
advance look at Christmas to. " :;-::;:g:u of the families
day. ‘

about 400 this year, are sent

to Jazz, Dary] Foster, said to-| ¢ made to present the show

They'll be delivering toys fo | Christmas cheques for food.

Rink Friday and Saturday, |
Was a "great suecess”

More than 5,000 Vietorians, |
of all ages pald to see the
hopped-up, paintedup cars
from clubs on Vancouver Is.
land, the mainfand, and the

day the show, at the Curling 2gain next year.
“We'll try and get 2 name
J band or singer,” he said,

each child as the final stage of
an annual yearlong project of |
the Victoria Christmas Bureau, |

The bureau, a member of
the Community Chest as an
agency of the Welfare Coun.
cil, each year gathers a list of

For the children, the bureau
gathers old toys throughout
the year from Victorla resi.
dents. The toys are turned
over to the Cosmopolitan Boys
Club to be repaired and
painted,

United States,

"I think the jazz was what
made the show," Foster 8aid.
“There doesn’t seem to be
enough peaple interested in
ars alone to come to the
show.”

Biggest crowd of the week.
end was between 8 and 10
pm.  Saturday night whea
trophies were peesented to the
winning “rods.”

The Sweepstakes Traphy
Was won by Carl Tiorhom of
Vancouver with his 1932 Ford

\¢.JARTER MILERS

Accent on Safe Driving

Ready to lend a helping
hand in any cause or project
they consider worthy, Victer
la's Quarter Miler Club has
volunteered their services to
The Daily Times in the pres-

centation of Vancouver Is.

Jand's biggest ever cvdling
spectacular,

/ Club cars will assist in car-
rying officials end first aid
attendants the 100:mile dis
tance from Parksville to Vie
toria when the Times' centen-
nial hike race Is staged next
Saturday. The Quarter Milers

TO HELP IN TIMES' RACE

will aseist any of the riders
who are injured or overcome
by physical exertion

They will also follow the
course of the novice event, a
40mile grind from Duncan
for native BC. riders who
have had no previous racing
experience,

The Quarter Milers, with 40
members under president Bob
Clarke, are dedicated 1o high-
way safety and the belief that
vouthful interests can be
guided Into useful channels
siressing good sportsmanship

and safety through their in

terest in modifled cars.
Their present project is the

acquisition of a dragstrip

where they can race and test
their sleek, high-powered cars
without, risk to themselves or
to the public, *

The club is presently spon.
soring. an  “autorama” at
the Vietoria Curling Club,
with the finai showing sched.
uled tonight from 630 to 12
midnight, in aid of their pro-
ject.




(mld, Gir

]azz,lars

Autorama. Klondl ke in One tht

Gold razpes. prely FTs
hot ‘azz and ool cs wiE v
for the pubdc's altenticc
this vears combined Quarter
MiereLiors Club Agtorama
and Klondke Week.

“We're shooting for double
last vear's crowd.” said Auto-

rama planner Daryl Foster,

one of the three Quarter Miler
Club cochairmen handling ar-
rangements for the big show
which opens for a week's run
at the Victoria Curling Rink
June 25.

DREW 7,500

Last year's show drew some
7500 spectators in Its twoday
run,

But the beefed-up centennial
year program offered jointly
by Victoria Lions and the cus
tom car people promises to be
a block-long block-buster,

Co<chalrmen In charge of
the outdoor Lions Club Klon.
dike show are Don Anderson|
and Ted Cebula,

Two used cars will be uf

fered as first prizes with tick-|

ets selling for 10 cents each at
the car show inside the Curl
ing Club,

The Locs Xa™ Ma™ O e
s e zodd M @rTs T
—=ranre with daTs oc e
“&Ezz 73" seling Jor 16 cexts
eact. The JUCKy TprosepTa
wins a goid nuggzet valued at
S200-plus a wip for two 1o
Barkerville

The outdoors show will also
feature rides, games and other
midway attractions,

Custom car fans will find a
!ull range of “irons” inside

the club.

Alse o dand will be Vie
=ra’s frst cestoen car, owned
= Basil Oidfield and built
2 years ago.

MISS AUTORAMA

There will aiso be Miss Auto-
mama, Sandy Fryer, and prin-
ceszes  Lucille Clarke and
Cheryl McEratney.

The show will run Monday
to Friday from 6 p.m. to mid-
night and Saturday from 10
am. to midnight,

Lucky Lizzie is this Model T—onn of
two to be displayed at this year's
Autorama — carrying Autorama
Queen Sandy Fryer, 17, centre, and
Princesses Lucille Clarke,

Lucky Luuc Loa(lcd

and

18, left,

Cheryl McBratney. §
show, in conjunction with Lions' out-
door Klondike Week, opens at Curl-
ing Club Monday.—(Colonist photo,)







Vancouver Car Wins
—Model T Favorite

By 4. T. JONES (newest was a 1957 Chevrolet| A good deal of showmanship
Carl Tjorhom’s chrome- Sapala has kept the polish- went into this year's displays.
loaded 1932 Ford roadster with ed brass radiator shell and the| Ricky Little's '35 Chev.
1947 Mercury engine carried high, braced windshield, but (with a supercharged '56 Chev.
‘off the Sweepstakes at the the body glitters with 26 coats engine) stood in an artificial
Autorama to Jazz last night. |of Wild Cherry lacquer, trim-| garden that included a work
The purple Vancouver car, med in Oriental Blue. Nalural-'ing fountain.
which features chrome-plated/ly there’s lots of chrome, but Garry Dickinson's “Dear
exhaust pipes, springs, axles,'the idea was to preserve some Hunter” was set off by crossed
\driveshaft, rear-end housing of the old T's character and|rifles and a stuffed deer head.
jand so forth, was top point- shape. iThis '37 Chev., black with gold
'getter with the panel of ex-| Engine is 41 Mercury and scalloping, was the newest
|pert judges at the Victoria running gear is of wvarious car on show,
Curling Club. recent manufacture. Ned Joh!'s “Flaming Orchid"” |
| Sponsors of the show, Vie:| For the information of carried a card noting that the |
|toria’s Quartermilers, said last would-be customizers, Sapala’s “scalping” was done by one
‘night that more than 4,000 masterpiece took more than James of Vancouver.
people saw the cars-and-musiciz.om hours of work and $2,0000 Daryl Foster's “Mandarin,”
(show Friday and yesterday,'in cash, jan orange creation with 16
{and the club expected to show * ok * trophies for show and go
\a profit to boost its drag strip Best paint job in the show grouped around it, was in a
| project. was judged to be on Paul setting of Chinese lanterns
| The People's Choice- by bal-| Ferris’ black 1932 Ford coupe. and a seated Buddha.
|lot—was a chunkily spectac- Prize for upholstery went to Irving Ross ©of Duncan dis-!
ular Model T Ford, 1915 vint- the blue-and-white leatherette played “Jnde,” a '29 Ford with
age, reworked by Chester Sa.fittings on George Cooney's '48 Mercury engine, side-by-|
|pala of Langford. It was also|blue 1955 Chev., from Van. side with tiny, identically-fin-
|the oldest car in the show-—'couver, ished “Rebel,” a children's car
built by J. E. Adamg and com- |
plete with dummy engine up
front and real one in the tail
The cars on show aren't the
hot-rods you see blapping up|
and down Yates JStreet on a|
Saturday night. i
| These — some of them —
qualify as works of art. All|
of them are labors of love. For |
{go and for show. i
‘ By the time this sees print.i
lit will be too late to see them |
|this year, but judging by the
improvement over last year's|
display, next year's ought to
be a stunner.
! * * X
i As for the jazz, I heard only
a little of it, but it sounded
llike a good match for the cars|
—basiec things from away|
back, with a high modern|
polish. i




Show with a Difference

Hot Cars and Cool Jazz
At Autorama This Week

Hot cars and cool jazz join the crowds will be at least) There will also be free

forces at Victoria Curling Club twice as large.d zzmdb in}:cyost‘ mzvies a:xq a working medel of
. iwill be promoted in both jazz|a drag strip.

April. 5 umquc:and hotlcars. * | The show will run from 6
experiment that could result| . ximately 35 cars will| p.m, to midnight Friday, April
in growth and renewed interest| he on display, including the 29, and from noon to midnight
in two city organizations, Canadian drag champion,ISaturday, April 30, Admission

The show is Autorama, the; which has accelerated from a|is 85 cents for adults and 50
second annual custom car dis-| standing start to 160 m.p.h, in|cents for children, with a
play put on by the Quarter 60 seconds, “go-kart” as door prize,
Milers Club of Victoria, but
this year it will be a car show|
with a difference. !

In addition rto displaying
some of the Northwest’s finest
hot-rods and custom cars, the
show will feature many of the|
outstanding jazz groups in thc'
province, Headlining this por-|
tion will be Professor Tony|
Emery with his popular poetry-
to-iazz readingsfa 14-piece or-|
chestra led by city jazz man
Buddy Glover, and Hans Gru-
ber, director of the Victoria|
Symphony Orchestra. :
. Mr. Gruber, patron of the|
show, as a feature attraction|
will put down his baton and!
pick up his bongo drums for|
a jungle jam session. Twol
quartets and the Larry Craw-
ford quintet will also be fea-
tured.

There is a dual purpose in|
the planning of the dual show.
Quarter Milers are still trying/|
to promote interest and raise|
money for a drag strip for|
Vancouver Island's hot-rodders.
Jazz lovers are one agaln
faced with the realization that|
public interest seems to be
lagging.

In the past the problem of
both organizations has been to|
interest outsiders. It is hoped|
that- by combining the two,|
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Looking “‘sweet and sassy” enough to make motors
ace for miles around, 18-year-old Frances Hatcher
will reign as “Miss Autorama” at the “Autorama
to Jazz" Friday and Saturday at Victoria Curling
Club.—(Robin Clarke photo.)

- w* 4
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Police Commission
Squelches Pie Duel

City police commission to-jwere to act as targets for cus-
day refused to allow Chief|tard pies thrown by anyone at-

John Blackstock to enter a ple-
throwing duel for charity,

He was challenged by Saan-
ich police Chief W. A, Pear-
son to the duel but the city
commission stepped in before
he couid reply and said no.

Chief Pearson’s challenge
was part of a money-raising
gimmick planned for the Cen-
tennial Autorama and Klon-
dike Carnival which opens to-
night at the Curling Rink.

A number of citizens, includ-
ing some prominent names,

tending the show willing to
pay between 25 cents and §1
for the privilege,

Money was to go to charity.,

Targets inciude Ald. Millard
Mooney, assistant superinten-
dent of motor vehicles Ray
Hadlfield, and others,
THREE NAMED

Among the “name” live tar-
gets were to be Chiefs Black-
Istock and Pearson and Oak
|Bay Chief Constable Robert
|Smith,

( As an added attraction,
Chief Pearson challenged
|Chief Blackstock to a pie-
throwing duel at 12 paces with
each paying $50 into the
‘charity pool for the privilege
(of pasting the other.

| “The police commission
takes a dim view of the chal-
'lenge,” said Mayor R. B. Wil-
'son who doubles as chairman
fof the commission,

‘ “We do not helieve this
would be in the interests of
the police force,

“Our constant objective
should be to create respect for
:the law,

“Consequently, the commis-
sion has directed Chief Black-
'stock to have no part in this
‘affair.”

'No pie iﬁrowing
for Victoria

chief of police

VICTORIA (CP) — The
police commission Monday re-
fused to allow Chief John
Blackstock 1o enter a pie-
throwing duel for charity,

He was challenged by Saan-
ich Police Chief W. A. Pearson
to the duel, but the city com-
missicn stepped in before he
could reply and said no.

Chief Pearson's challenge
was part of a money-raising
gimmick planned for an auto-
rama and Klondike carnival
this week.

Money will go to charity.

Targets Include Ald. Millar
Mooney, Assistant Superin-|
tendent of Motor Vehicles Ray
Hadfield and others,




Mooney Tries
Car Show Pie

S

By ED COSGROVE

Ald, Millard Mooney was thrown to the Lions
last night. i-

In the neatesl doubleplay
ince Tinker to Ewvers 1o

Chance, Ald. Mooney was
smeared at home plate by a|
double dish of custard pie.

The beaming alderman;

shared the stage for the open-|
ing of the combined Autorama-|
Klondike Week with Autorama
Queen Sandy Fryer.

PIE IN THE EYE

Then, called on to throw|

‘out the first pie at the out:|

| ¢

loor “pledin-the-eye”  booth,'

' Ald. Mooney warmed up en-

| thusiastically as target Ray

| Hadfield, deputy superimen-‘
!dent of motor vehicles pre-

| pared for duty,

Miss Fryer gave the signal—|

land two pies thrown at a range,
|of two feet, creamed the city|,
|father in his tracks. Mooney,!,

|

|by the way, missed Mr. Had-l

field.
Hundreds of first-nighters

wandered through the curling|

[
[

|
I

rink to marvel at $5,000 carsI
that were orlginally built to
sell for $2.000.

The show features more
than 30 entries, from sleek,
sophisticated custom convert-|
ibles to businessiike little
irons that are all motor.

Judging for the 42-plus
awards will be done through,
the show, with presentation on|

Saturday, the final day.

‘Jeep’ Tagged Out

Winning pitch by Ald. Millard Mooney last night
tagged out J. E. P. “Jeep” Jones, chairman of the
B.C. government purchasing commission, as the
pair waged a duel with custard pies at 12 paces
at the Autorama-Klondike Week “pie-in-the-eye™
booth at the Curling Rink. Minutes earlier, Ald.
Mooney caught two custard pies tossed by Mr.
Jones and another Lion. See Page 13.—(Peter
Chapman photo.) (ad . Srxn {




Chief Plans
Pies in Lye

For Police . .
By ED COSGROVE Thls lS

The Keystone Cops' famed custard ple caper will
enjoy a sonsational revival if Victoria Police Chief
John Blackstock accepts the challenge of Saanich Police

Chief W, A, "Bert"” Pearson, one 0 I
The duel, 1o be fought In the

Interests of charity, ecalls for
custard ple at twelve paces.

field of honor will be
the ma wih Centennlal Aute-
rama and Klondlke Carnival e eW
at the Curllng Rink June 23 to
W, =aid Autorama offlelal
vl Foster of the Quarter

g L]

o o times
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] ol s win for
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Ray Hudfield, the police
f5, Ald, Mooney and M
ones will feich a price of 51
throw, Douz Tearior. Laoss

Club members and navy pe

sonel cost 50 cents

ceeds from any throw
over 2 ents will go to eithes
1 charity designated by victim
or victims, or by the ple tosser
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AUTORAMA DRAWS | CAPACITY CROWD

Fast Cars Tuned to Jazz Tempo

DON INGHAM
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Ted

trophy in the Full Custom class at the V
rama. The
inches.

Bobbl James, queen of the V

shown posing in Lore Sharp’s Swe

ple’s Cholce trophy winner, Sharp is a member of the

Handlers, Bremerton, Wash, The car is a candy apple
Buick, sectioned four inches,

Baxter and his '50 Ford sedan won first place
rin Auto-
r is sectioned 314 inches and chopped

1 is powered by & 232 cabic inch Pontiae V-8,

MAY, 1961

Jazz Helps Show

In Victoria Go

VICTORIA, B. C
Victoria Autorama Custon
Canadian city—one

ter but takes & back seat to

Jazz and a stage show helped the
how to & suce

ful run in the
mpletely surrounded by wa-
no other area In the North.

west when it comes to rod activities,

All the complessents of the rao-
ing fraternity are repeesented here,
from gocarts fo deagsters axd
showe

The main reasen for helding the
shaw wai to foot the bill fer the
wiruction of & new drag strip. As
yot there ls mo strip avallable, the
only muans of lething off steam be-
ing am sbaolete Nighway which b
privately swned and net teo safe,

NWRN wishes to coogratulate
Show Chairmen Daryl Foster aad
Tod Stevens oo their fioe show

Peter Wright won the '8l Mon-
arch (Merv) dsor prive. More thas
7,000 persons atiended—2.00 more
than last year

Winners ‘ictoria were: FULL
CUSTOM, Ted Daxter and Colin
Clark (15t and 2nd). RADICAL

MAY, 1%

SEMI, Stu Hraddeck, Rom Kordo
wen, Rick Little (1st te 3rd). MILD
SEMI, Rudy Zembredt, Gerry
Scott, Jerry Jackson. STREET
RODS, Kl Degovan, Dun Casspell,
Bob Smith. STHEET ROAD
STERS, Dave Shocter, Jobmsy
Walker, Gary B -

MODIFIED ROADSTERS, Irv
Moss, Gary Cooper, R Bower
man. ROADSTER PICKUTS, Phil
Doyle, Jim Johnstan, Roger Mel
enchuck. SPECIAL CLASS, Harry
Dasheveky, G sry Consingham,
Steve Yarmie. BOOTH DISPLAY,
Gerry Jackson, Nudy Zembrand,
Gary Cooper. B EST UPHOL
STERY, Dave Shorfer. NEST
PAINT, Gary Cunningham. PEO
PLES CHOICE AND SWEEP
STAKES, Lore Sharp

NORTHWEST ROD NEWS 7
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the “Cherry Kart”
¢ in the Roadster Plekup
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Horse Is a ’51 Model

Identify make and year of this an-
tique car and you'll win the $100
prize offered by Quarter Milers car
club, sponsors of Autorama to Jazz
to be held Friday and Saturday at

Curling Club. Wild guessers bewajge:
Queenie, Beacon Hill park horsefis
only 10, far off age of car.—(Rfan
Bros. photo.)




Awarded Tonight |

‘|Rink to the winners of Auto-|j&

’

thot cars, high-powered boats, |

'$1,000 will be presented tonight |

|both class and special awards.

Trophies valued at close fo

at 9 in the Victoria Curling

rama to Jazz '62.

This will be the final sessionf
lof the week-long display of|

and hopped-up motor bikes, in}
which entries competed for

Running in conjunction with |#
the Autorama is the Victoria
Lions Club outdoor Klondike
Week, with its popular pie-| |
throwing feature and other| [
midway attractions.

SU custu :
at the Quarter Milewg

Autorama last night.
Norm Porter's en}
the Autorama SW
trophy and the Peogl
trophy in the judgl

rphans
Guests

Today

Fifty youngsters from the
Protestant Orphanage will
visit the ecombined Auto-
rama-Klondike Week show
at the Curling Rink today
as guests of the Quarter
Miler Club.

Wives and girl friends of
club members will act as
escorts for the youngsters,
who will be taken to the
show aboard a chartered bus
at 6 p.m.

They will tour the Auto-
rama display inside the Curl- |
ling Clab, then visit the |
Lions’ Klondike Week earni- |
val outside, where they will
be treated to free rides and
refreshments.

final nicht of the show




-
Scat and the Fiddle
ing in the Quarter Milers’ Autorama
to Jazz show at the Curling Club
Friday and Saturday.—(Ryan Bros.
photo.)

Problem—how to load a bass fiddle
into a sports roadster. Solution, as
musician Doug Peaker found—put
the top down., Peaker will be play-




Don’t forget Tonight . . . and all this week
at the Victoria Curling Rink and adjacent lof

CENTENNIAL
AUTORAMA TO JAZZ ’62

Featuring FREE ADMISSION to the Victoria Lions

KLONDIKE GARNIVAL

$200.000 OF HOT ROD AND CUSTOMS
MISS AUTORAMA 1562
VICTORIA CENTENNIAL ORCHESTRA
FERRIS WHEEL — TILT-O-WHIRL, ETC.
FUN FOR EVERYONE
WIN 2 CARS or a GOLD NUGGET 10
and a TRIP TO BARKERVILLE Only Cc

e g

ults 83c, Kids 50e, Sat, Matinees 33c
m. te Midnight, Matinee 10 z.m.-5 p.m.

s e
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Klondike
To Jazz

Members of Victoria Quar-
ter-Milers and Lions Club
will join forces in centennial
event in last week of June.
“Autorama - to - Jazz” event
put on by young car enthus-
fasts will combine with
“Klondike Week” staged by
Lions, in Curling Rink and
two adjacent lots. Above,
using Daryl Foster's car as
desk, contract is signed by
Don Anderson, Lions’ Klon-
dike chairman; Dick Strat-
ton, Quarter-Miler president;
Bert Young, Lions’ president,
and Rod Stevens, Autorama
chairman.— (Robin Clarke
photo.)

Luests

Today

Fifty youngsters from the
Protestant Orphanage will
visit the combined Auto-
rama-Klondike Week show
at the Curling Rink today
as guests of the Quarter
Miler Club.

Wives and girl friends of
club members will act as
escorts for the youngsters,
who will be taken to the
show aboard a c¢hartered bus
at 6 p.m,

They will tour the Auto-
rama display inside the Curl-
ling Club, then visit the
Lions’ Klondike Week carni-
val outside, where they will
be treated to free rides and
refreshments,







'MODIFIED’ IS THE WORD T
You'd Never Know Lizzie

QUARTER M!
VICTORIABC
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neesse
, and Chery

Week-Long
‘Autoramad’

dune <>

Fourth

Given Away

Peter Wright, 1236 Faithful,
won the specially customized
prize car at the Quarter Milers'
Autorama to Jazz at the Cur-
ling Club last night.

The car show played host
to more than 7,000 people in
its two days, compared to last
vear's 5,000, club officials said.
No one managed to prove the
identity and age of a mystery
car.







Anderson 1s doing
\{lure us into being a target ! |
for the custard pie throwing fC .
contest at the Centennial Auto- . t h
rama. We'll settle by giving | a c es ll'e
t.h? Victoria Lions some pub- Wl The Autor
| licity. It"s a wonderful show, ‘Week “howm:tmil. K"’“dike'
18 : ) '~ 5 1 1 24
‘ ffl;]:l!?gci;f:g] eial‘lier this wc:k.f
alll 1 e S L '
| —literally, Gt Hlre yesterday|
' Flames from '
p . & a garbage in-
Z::u:a.tm ripped througﬁg hz;ll]f;
Are Cre of grass on Memoriall
4 l..na property immediately'
ehind the Curling Club—and

s
|

(

Autorama officialg happily re-

. .t ported they h
neeting guests . . . year's atter{ da :Cde ;‘l’ggfgs last

show. ¥

tomized Fords as door prizes. Hot cars and cool ja
the attractions, witl

|was Jack Mather of Prince!

than 30 “street” cars a
strip wagons arraye
‘the auspices of Victc

Norman Potters ¢ ,
1950 Ford won the show's two.
top trophies, the Autorama

4 Sweepstakes trophy and the
'People’s Choice award.

Mr. Porter is a member of
the Quarter Milers.




Hottest thing on three wheels—the mighty atom
will bring $25 to whoever guesses weight closest.
during Quarter Miler Club’s giant Autorama June
Top speed of 1911 roadster was clocked at 47
miles an hour.—(Colonist photo.)

* *

‘M. 'ghty
Atom’
In Show

When the “mighty atom™ was
Junveiled lo a car-hungry pub-
die n 1911 it was the hottest
thing on three wheels,

That's right—three wheels,
Designers of the da\ were Just

their latters colleagues, a'\d
a fourth wheel on a motor car
Jooked like just so much Scing
to the cake.

Eimer McEwen and frien
I_mnng lunch , . . Jim \\'

greeting ?1.e<rs . Dnryl
[ter, cou

Bouchrr ] )n'\ h.
‘[n o \lll’un.l Sloouu), S
ing h.s teppor,

MIGHTY ATOM
Billed as *The Unequalled
— the .‘dlzhzy Atom" in
the July 4 issue of Britain's
motoring publication The
Motor Cycle, the tiny roadster
boasted such ref 0ls as a

power m.n drove the \lnm m
a top speed of 4T milee an
hoar,

The Atom will enjoy re
newed popularity in Vietoy

In the Quartey Miler Club's
giant Autorama at the Cuarling
Club,
8§25 FOR SOMEONE

bc»d.ned to the ashow by

couver, the
will br ng some lucky
23 during the course

JAZZ SINGER Eleanor Col-
lins of Vancouver, will be one
of the feature attractions at
Victoria Quarter Milers’ Auto-
rama to Jazz in Victoria Curl-
ing Rink Friday and Satur-
day. Eleanor—billed as Can-
ada’s leading song styvlist—will

| put on three half-hour shows

each night backed by a five-
piece group led by pianist
Buddy Glover, Professor Tony

Lmerv of Victoria College,

also will be featured in a pres-
entation, "Poetry 1o Jazz.”
Free movies will run continu-
ously during the two-day
show.







.Drag Meet Set

City Hot-Rodders
Get Their Desire

'Victoria’s hot-rod enthusiasts,
who - have been campaigning
for years for a drag stip, have
finally got their wish.

Sunday at noon, Victoria
Quarter Milers Club will hold
a drag meet on the B.C.
Cement Company road near
Cobble Hill. Although not a
regulation, fully-equipped drag
strip, the site is-a step in that
direction, and the club promises
an exciting show for spect..tors.

A ‘“drag” is a timed accelera-
tion from a standing start
over a measured distance. Hot-
rodders from all over Vancou-
ver Island are expected to

attend the show and try to
prove their cars can drag bet-
ter than any of the others.

All cars will have to pass a
rigid mechanical examination
before being. allowed in the
meet. They will race in groups
of two over a quarter-mile
distance.

A public address system will
be in use to keep spectators up
to date on the runs, and a
special timing system has been
devised to clock the cars.

Signs showing the way to
the meet will be posted from
the Island Highway turnoff to
Cobble Hill
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Although it was far from the drag strip we
envisioned we might someday have it was
good enough for now and cause for
celebration. It changed the focus of the club
and presented many new challenges. | don’t
think that | was alone in finding that working
to achieve this goal had been the best part
and | did not mind at all as my involvement
diminished. For that reason | hope someone
else will write the drag strip part of the story.

The short bit that follows summarizes the
parts that | have omitted. | hope that you will
read to the end, in particular Ron Burnham’s
Article “Quarter Milers’ quarter century”.

Daryl Foster. 2016 Victoria BC
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The Quarter Milers club was, as the name implied, formed in February, 1956 for the purpose
of racing our cars on a properly organized quarter mile drag strip.

A fellow hotrodder's untimely death served as the impetus for drawing us all together to
prove to the skeptics and police that we were not a bunch of 'crazy young hotrodders'. A
lot of street racing was being done by guys who hopped up their cars and needed to try them
out.

Club members searched out many a possible drag strip site before one member approached the
officials of the Ocean Cement Co. at Bamberton about the possibility of using their rock
haulage road in Cobble Hill. The straight and fairly level section was determined to be at
least a suitable start as a drag strip and we were allowed to use it every second weekend.
So, in 1960, we started up our somewhat hokey, 20' wide drag strip that we dubbed 'San
Cobble'.

The tech committee made sure that €ars were safe and properly equipped before being allowed
to race. We rigged up our own timing gear using service station bell cords and stop
watches. A flag man started the racers off the line as the ever increasing crowd of
spectators cheered on their favorites. We had to supervise parking on the somewhat narrow
roads leading to the strip in order to keep adequate access open for emergency equipment.

St. John's Ambulance attended every meet and the old Brite Spot Drive-in sent along a
trailer stocked with hot dogs, hamburgers and pop to keep spectators fed and watered.

A battery powered P.A. system was hung up in the trees and we built a fence to keep the
crowd back from the edge of the strip. We were very lucky that we never experienced any
accidents to speak of.

The 'Syndicate Scuderia' dragster from Vancouver was invited over one Sunday to show
spectators what the big boys were racing on the mainland. The crowd was thrilled by a
smoky, thundering exhibition run and, due to a bit of a dip at the end of the gquarter mile,
the driver shut down before the traps and popped his chute to add to the show.
Unfortunately his chute picked up our Mickey Mouse bell cord timing gear and flung in into
the rhubarb --- but he put on a great show.

After that weekend the crowds wanted more dragsters and faster cars, so the whole idea of
taking racing off the streets started to succumb to the paying public. The lower and
slower classes of cars got slowly squeezed out in favor of faster ones. As a rseult, some
of the young guys who couldn't afford faster cars, went back to racing on the streets --
sort of g_ag}f-defeating proposition.

Jerry Ruth was invited over with his fuel dragster later on and he put on a memorable show
for an appreciative crowd. We always had trouble keeping spectators back from the strip
beyond the end of the fence. But when Jerry fired up his thundering beast, the ground
shook and everyone held onto their ears. We had no trouble keeping the crowd back for that
run! Jerry figures he turned about 170 that day after burning rubber half way down the
strip. Truck drivers hauling rocks the next week wanted to know who dragged his brakes
down the strip.

We instituted a '100 m.p.h. club' at the strip and presented tee shirts. One of the
Nanaimo racers let his girl friend drive his hot chevy and she beat his time and got a tee
shirt.

The club built a gas dragster which Al Clark drove and eventually bought and ran it at a
few sanctioned strips over the years. 'San Cobble' was successfully and safely operated
for a few years until one, Mike Stogrin, of Duncan, developed a drag strip of proper
dimensions and named it 'San Cobble Dragways'. The limiting factor was a fairly steep
uphill shutoff that ended with some rails hanging their front wheels over the end of the
strip looking down into a gravel pit.

N.H.R.A. would only sanction the strip for limited speeds because of the inadequate shutoff
and the fact that the rails would flex too much at the beginning of the uphill shutoff.

The demise of 'San Cobble Dragways' came about when the land became more valuable for a
housing development.

The 'Backup Pickup' put on a spectacular display at the one and only time that I attended
the strip. This was around the time that I retired from active participation in the
Quarter Milers club. I'm now pushing 70 and still a bit of a car nut, driving a '67 El
Camino that three grandchildren are itching to get their hands on.




r— The Islander,

Quarter Milers’ quarter century

Personally 1  always
thought the Quarter Milers car
club was just an excuse for
raising hell. “"Not s0,” says Vic-
toria’s Bob Clarke, an old Quar-
ter Miler himself. And he has
two scrapbooks of articles and

photos to back him up.

The formation of the Quarter Milers Club, in
early 1856, resulted because of a grisly event —
the road death in Saanich of a youth in a hot rod,
the “cut-down, hopped-up™ custom automobile of
the day.

THE COVERAGE the accident received in
the newspapers, Clarke says, prompted him —
and a number of others — to do something
pasitive towards defining and overcoming the
problems arising from the combination of youth-
ful enthusiasm, fast cars, bad roads and poor
driving habits. Presto! The Quarter Milers,

ONE OF THE FOUNDERS of the Quarter
Milers, Daryi Foster, used the media quite
effectively in that attempt. His letters to the
editor and his articles In community newspapers
stressed the car club's goal of providing an
environment for the achievement of “'maximum
auto performance, economy and efficiency.”

By Ron Burnham

I I I IR AR X R R R LTI

Distilled, Foster's commentary proved to be:
“"We wanl a drag strip.!”

Neediess to say, such a racing area wouldn't
be easy to get. After all, It required a plece of land
several hundred feet wide and up to a mile long!

FANS LOVED IT, BUT THE NEIGHBORS DIDN'T,

In February of 1856, with Bob Clarke, Dary!
Foster, Harvey Stratford and Garry Dickinson as
members of the executive, the club was formally
created w promote automobile safety,

And to work towards providing a place where
hot rod enthusiasts could “try out” their ma-
chines without unduly endangering themselves
or others.

More important to them, the club Intended Lo
remove some of the stigma attached to young
men in modified cars, to attempt to dissuade the
general public from thinking of them as “young
punks in hot rods."

Page 10

But Clarke, Foster and the others knew what
they were up to. The first step towards getting
their racing facilities would be to change their
image — from bad guys to good guys.

And their plan, if not a stroke of genius, was
at least devilishly clever. To get help, they
figured, you had to give it.

And give they did. They donated blood. They
delivered meals on wheels, (One of the first such
clubs to do 50.) They helped stranded motorists
on the highway.

And always they let the press know about it

TYPICAL OF THE ITEMS appearing in
print at the time are the following: “‘Quarter
Milers to Play Santa . . . will use their hot rods
and custom cars to play Santa Claus for the city
welfare department Saturday,"

“Hot Rodders Club Works for (Community)
Chest."

“Three city hot rod clobs will fight for
possession of a new perpetual trophy donated by
The Dally Colonist — by giving blood to the Red
Cross.”

“Competition in 2 good cause will be staged
by two Victoria clubs Thursday night when the
Quarter Milers Club and the Century Toppers
Rod and Custom Club will be out on one-night
collection drives on behalf of the Red Cross.™

Apparently their Image-creating campaign
was beginning to work. Letters to the editor
started coming in from outsiders, such as this
one: “My purpose in writing this letter is to bring
to your attention the courtesy of the Quarter
Milers Club of Victoria,

“On Moaday a group of women were return.
Ing to Nanalmo from Victoria and had car
trouble. A member of this club assisted us, giving
us time and effort and would take no remunera-
tion. We think courtesy such as this deserves
success.”

OTHER LETTERS THANKED the club for
free services to charity organizations.

The Quarter Milers were gaining public
support — even if most people probably shared
my opinion: a greal bunch of guys, but rowdy
nevertheless,

With good press behind them, the Quarter
Milers started their dragstrip campaign in earn.
est. Among other projects such as rummage
sales and dances — they placed entries in May 24
parades, actively seeking public support for their
dragstrip,

But thelr most important move, the one that
gained the most public recognition for them, was
their Autorama — their annual car show.,

Entrants to these shows brought their custom
cars and hot rods to Victoria from all over the
Island, the lower mainland and the northwest
United States.

THE FIRST AUTORAMA was held in Vie-
toria’s Curling Rink in the late 19605, T went to see
that show, along with something like a thousand
others, and my impression of the group began to
change. They were still, I was certain, a bunch of
bell-raisers. But everyone could se¢ they had
talent.

About this time the Quarter Milers talked the
B.C. Cement Company into allowing them week-
end use of a mile or so of the company's private
two lane paved haul road near Cobble Hill. The
drag races were on,

And so were the battles. ?S) the end of the

third weekend of racing, the club faced prosecu-
tion as a result of a complaint from the RCMP
that the Quarter Milers were vielating the Lord's
Day Observance Act.

"It was," as Bob Clarke points out, “the only
publicity that had been adverse to the Quarter
Milers since it was formed."

THERE WERE OTHER problems, however,
Once, when rain postponed a meet, those who
showed up ran their own Impromptu race — the

Continwed on Page 11




prevention of which was the reason the Quarter
Mllers was formed in the first place.

And still the Autoramas went on, pulling in
bigger crowds and mnctlnt popular entertain.
ers, Including such personalities as Vancouver
jazz singer Eleanor Collins, Even well-known
UVie English professor Tony Emery lent his
talents and name to the cause.

After a few years the show moved to the
Esquimalt Sports Centre, where it continued to
draw crowds of several thousand,

Yet despite all thelr apparent success, the
Quarter Milers, after nearly a decade of exis-
tence, still hadn't achieved the purpose for which
they had formed — the construction of their own
drag strip,

“Actually,” Clarke says, “we never did
reach that objective. It was finally built by an
Individual businessman.”

It was quite possible, however, that private
enterprise was encouraged by the groundwork
fald by clubs such as the Quarter Milers.

IN 1968, THAT STRIP was about to accept
drag racing action on the old Deeks-McBride
gravel pit at Mill Bay. Or so the Quarter Milers
and the other car clubs hoped.

However the neighbours didn't like the idea.

Local residents, racehorse owners, chicken
farmers, mink and sheep ranchers all opposed
the strip.

Nevertheless drag races were held at last at
San Cobble Dragways in the old gravel pit,

Crowds of 1000 spectators became common-
place. They were entertained by cars capable of
covering a quarter of a mile In around eight
seconds, with speeds reaching 170 miles an hour,
accompanied by screeching tires and palis of
blue smoke. The crowds loved it,

The horses and chickens and mink probably
didn't.

By 1970 the Autorama was attracting en-
trants from as far away as Alberta and Califor-
nia, and entertainers, such as one of Playboy's
Playmates of the Month, Nancy McNedl, from
Los Angeles.

THE QUARTER MILERS were In the Big
Time.

Alas, not for long.

Shortly after the 1972 Autorama, the Quarter
Milers quietly walked out to their custom cars
and stole away into the night. Their 16-year reign
as the best known hot rod club on the Island
ended.

And it's just possible that everything went
back to what it was In 1856, before the club
started, judging from the rate the hot car drivers
began killing themselves on the roads,

Bob Clarke and Daryl Foster, the two men
who saw the probiem back then a quarter century
ago, and assembled a group of young men to do
something about it, are planning a reunion of all
those ex-members. In early February, 1881,
they're going to get together to relive all those
moments of fun and bell-raising and serfousness
all over again.

And who knows? Maybe another car club will
come out of it.
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Writeup in the Victoria Auto Racing Hall of Fame'
18th Anniversary program.

QUARTER MILERS CAR CLUB HISTORY

The Quarter Milers Car Club, formed in
February of 1956, was Victoria’s first hotrod
and custom car Club. The Club set out to
prove to the public that its members were not
a bunch of"'crazy young hotrodders”, but a
group of sensible young car enthusiasts who
were determined to take racing off the streets.

The Club wanted to promote community
involvement and automobile safety so they
became involved in community fund raising
events; Christmas hamper deliveries, blood
donor drives and seatbelt instaliation in cars for
the general public. Members equipped their
own cars with emergency road safety
equipment and assisted motorists in need,
leaving them with a Quarter Milers Club
courtesy card,

Another goal of the Club was to find a
place where they could race their cars on a
properly organized and safe quarter mile drag
strip. After scouring the lower Island for a
suitable site, members of the Club approached
the Ocean Cement Company with a request
that they be allowed to use their rock haulage
road in Cobble Hill for organized drag racing.
The Company agreed and in 1960 the Island’s

first drag strip, named San Cobble Raceways,
became a reality.

The Club supervised drag strip attracted
drag racers from all over the Island, the Lower
Mainland, Washington and Oregon. A tech
committee was formed for the purpose of
ensuring that each car met stringent safety
requirements before racing down the strip.

St. Johns Ambulance provided medical care and
the Bright Spot Drive-In sent along a trailer
stocked with hot dogs, hamburgers and pop.
One of the more interesting aspects of the drag
strip was the timing system. It was built using
service station bell cords and stop watches.

The Quarter Milers operated San Cobble
Raceways until 1965 when a developer built a
National Hot Rod Association sanctioned track
in Mill Bay. Some members of the Club assisted
in the operation of the new track until its
closure in 1973.
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My Involvement With The Quarter Miler's Car Club (1956 - 1964)

I have loved cars since my teenage years. When I was delivering
papers I could name every car on the streets. My first car was a '29 Model
A Roadster; then, [ advanced through the 33 Chev; '38 Ford Convert; to
'41 Chev by the time [ was 21.

In 1955, a well liked young guy smashed his '40 Ford Coupe into a
telephone pole on the way from a party and died in the crash.

The papers played up the "crazy young hotrodder” angle and that
got all his friends angry enough to write a rebuttal letter to the editor.

Although I didn't actually know the guy personally, I was
acquainted with a lot of his friends and my name was added to the letter.

A meeting was called and I went along to see what could come of
it. I must have had a fair amount to say because before I knew what I was
getting into, I was elected President of what was to become Victoria's first
hot rod and custom car club - - - the "Quarter Milers".

[ guess the fact that I was a couple years older than most of the
guys there, and married, they probably thought that I was older and wiser
and more inclined to take on the responsibility of guiding the club through
its formative years, making me a logical choice to lead.

As soon as we got the club executive organized, we mapped out
ambitious plans to clean up the term "Hot Rod" and to show people that
we were not a bunch of irresponsible drivers.

We donated our time and energy to community fund-raising
events, Christmas hamper deliveries, blood donor drives, and installed
seat belts in cars for the general public. We borrowed an idea from our car
club friends on the mainland and set up a courtesy card program.

We equipped our cars with emergency items so that we could help
stranded motorists. Our members helped hundreds of motorists on their
way and we always declined offers of money by giving out courtesy cards
and telling them that, if they wished to donate to our cause, they could
mail it to the club.

[ designed a club crest for our purple and white jackets. it was a
back view of a roadster racing down a perspective view of a drag strip.
Cross-checkered flags topped off the crest.

New members had to wait a probationary period before buying a
jacket and crest to determine whether or not they could live up to our strict
rules.

A couple of 16 year old members were relieved of their jackets for
awhile after being seen "squirrelling around” in their cars downtown.

More car clubs started up all over the island and there was a lot of
friendly rivalry and competition amongst us all.

In our second year of successful operation as a progressive club,
we decided to put on our first indoor Rod and Custom Show. The Curling
Club on Quadra Street was rented for the weekend and we gathered cars
from the island and the mainland to show people what rods and customs




were all about.

An ill-timed ferry strike prevented mainland cars from making it to
the show but we managed to pull it off quite successfully anyway. It was
easy to top our first show in the following year.

After seeing a customized and Buick powered '41 Chev coupe in a
Nanaimo car show, Bett and I decided to forego our idea of buying our
rented home and buy this beautiful car. We had a lot of of fun as a young
family with the car and I have driven "different” cars ever since.

I entered the car in a few car shows and had a lot of fun designing
and building interesting displays for it.

We continued to put on car shows every year, moving to the
Esquimalt Sports Centre for some later ones.

Over the years we had been searching for an abandoned road that
we could turn into a drag strip and we finally found one. Not exactly
abandoned, but unused on weekends. It was a rock haulage road owned by
the Bamberton Cement Works and they allowed us the use of it every
second weekend in the good weather. The road was only 20 feet wide but
it was straight, with a gradual uphill shutoff area.

This make-shift drag strip allowed the club to virtually take drag
racing off the streets and put it where it belonged - - on a properly
supervised drag strip. _

The popularity of the strip eventually proved to be its undoing. We
used to get a good turnout of spectators and, naturally, they wanted to
watch faster and faster action all the time. So the slower stock classes
were squeezed out in favour of more modifieds and some guys went back
to racing on the streets.

Drag racing went on at this strip for a few years until a regulation
(or supposedly regulation) strip opened up in the Cobble Hill area. This
was a financial disaster and only lasted a few seasons before the land was
sold for a housing development.

There has not been organized drag racing on the island since,
unless the 1/8 mile racing at Western Speedway can be called drag-racing.

[ retired from the club in '64 when we built our house. Rather than
being a non-participating member, 1 opted to get out of it completely.

My interest in cars is an ongoing thing but I no longer work on
cars. My present car is a '67 El Camino and Bett drove the '64 Beaumont
we purchased in '68 until it was recently taken over by our eldest son,
Rick.

My involvement in the Quarter Miler's Club was a valuable
endeavour for me. It taught me to take hold of an idea and tenaciously see
it through to a successful conclusion and has stood me in good stead for
successive ventures.

Written in the 1990's by Bob Clarke
















- g e NS DO
_.‘..::,‘ "4"’""""-'7-f . -

-

- -_—




Credits

Unless otherwse identified, photos, print
material and other items are courtesy of.....

The Victoria Times
The Victoria Colonist

Bob Clarke
Vancouver Island Hot Rods
Dennis Besler

Daryl Foster

My apologies if no credit or improper credit
has been given.









