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articles and letters etc. from the first 

seven years, 1956 to 1962.  
 



 

“From a Lion cub to the Lions Club,  from Poetry to Pies” 
 

 



 An overview by Bob Clarke.

   



 

It prompted me to write a letter to the “editor”. 



 

 

The Editors,                                                  January 14, 1956 

Victoria Press Ltd., 

2631 Douglas  Street, 

Victoria, B.C.] 

 

Dear Sirs:  

 

With reference to articles which appeared in our two local papers .  The  

Daily Times and the Daily Colonist concerning a recent automobile  

accident: 

 

Two terms were used, to wit, “hot rod” and “souped-up” motor, in a way that tended 

to twist the true facts out of reasonable proportion.  For instance, cars of today  in 

nearly all cases have greater horse power than the “hot rod” referred to in the 

articles.  That car, in fact, incapable of developing 125 horse power at the most, 

compared with Chevrolet V8 at 162 horse power, Ford at 202 horse power and other 

larger cars at 300 horse power, and more.  Almost any car on the road today, from 

small foreign cars to the largest American car, could have done what that car did, 

with equally disastrous results. 

A common definition of a hot rodder is any fool who drives with wild abandon and is 

careless for the safety of others.  In truth, a more correct definition would  be a 

person who owns a car exactly like many others on the road today, but who improves 

his machine to achieve maximum performance, efficiency and economy. The facts 

must be made clear that all attention on this type of car is not put on the motor, but 

rather that every part, brakes, steering, etc. receive equal attention. 

Two errors appeared in these articles, to the effect that the car was running on three 

carbs and that the motor was built by the youth himself.  In the first case, the car was 

only running on two carbs, like many modern cars (ex. four throat carbs) one being 

disconnected.  In the second case, the motor was not built by the owner, but rather 

another city youth. 



To date all dealings with the younger motorists have been in the form of fines, 

license suspensions, and prison terms.  Why is there no place for these motor age 

enthusiasts to test their equipment under proper supervision? k Would it not be 

better if drinking, illegal racing and idle time were replaced by legal racing and co-

operation with the police?  All efforts so far on behalf of the younger generation have 

been quashed in the bud. 

Now, a trial unofficial club, headed by Daryl Foster, has been formed, the purpose of 

which is to get the kids off the street and onto a safe place to test their equipment.  

Building “Timing Traps” is the most reasonable, cheap, logical and intelligent way of 

approaching the subject. Timing Traps, commonly referred to as drag strips, flourish 

in the States and are also in use in Vancouver and Port Alberni.  The Port Alberni Strip 

is under the guidance of the local R.C.M.P., and many others are guided by the local 

police, and all are run with police and public support.  Club members who violate 

traffic regulations are expelled or restricted by the club.  Why cannot this be done 

here? 

The police forces of the four municipalities and the Colwood R.C. M.P. have been 

approached on the subject.  Cpl. Shepherd, commanding officer of the R.C.M.P. at 

Colwood, offered his full assistance, with particular attention to safety education.  

Assistant Saanich Police Chief Bert Pearson stated that he would give all possible help 

he could in the development of a project of this kind.  Oak Bay Police Chief Restin 

gave an encouraging though non-committal answer to a recent phone conversation.  

Approval was also voiced by Victoria Chief Blackstock during a half hour interview.  

Esquimalt Police Chief Stancombe  would make no definite statement at the time he 

was called.  Saanich Police Chief Bull refused to discuss the subject with us. 

This is not an appeal for aid, neither financial nor in the form of gifts or grants , but, 

an appeal will be made! 

Someone has died; don’t let the next one be someone important to you. The cure for 

the problem of youth in the mechanical age is your problem, and it is most important 

right now. 

Yours truly, 



      Howard Goodall     Daryl Foster 

                        Frank Kitto      Howard Hilton 

    Ray McDougal               Dick Willoughby 

 Phil Hendry           Frank Addison 

                         Bill Sims               Phil Lambrick 

     Johnny Ellis              Dick Varley 

     Gary Dickenson     Fred Kockett 

     Bob Clarke      Chuck Nault 

     Dick Layton               Bill Foster 

     Don Mitchell               Tucker David 

     Pete Walker               Bob Ray 

    Gene Eslin      Bob Lindsay 

    Bill Mattison               Gary Tucker 

 

 



 

Right from the start we were hugely 

successful in getting media support and we 

capitalized on that by following what could 

be described as a rather unconventional 

approach for getting our drag strip. 

 

In no particular order, what follows are 

examples of promotion, photos, news 

stories and advertising that kept us firmly 

in the public eye. From a lion cub to the 

Lions club and from poetry to pies we were 

relentless in our pursuit of public exposure. 

We made many friends. We received a lot 

of help. We did get a place to race. 



 



 

 

A suitable location,  high cost and public 

opinion were obviously going to make it 

difficult. 



 

 



 

Lots of free publicity. 

  





 



 

A Queen of the show was mandatory. 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 



 



 

 



 



 



 

 



 

 

 



  



 



 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

  



 

 

  



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 



 



 



Although it was far from the drag strip we 

envisioned we might someday have it was 

good enough for now and cause for 

celebration.  It changed the focus of the club 

and presented many new challenges. I don’t 

think that I was alone in finding that working 

to achieve this goal had been the best part 

and I did not mind at all as my involvement 

diminished. For that reason I hope someone 

else will write the drag strip part of the story. 

 

The short bit that follows summarizes the 

parts that I have omitted. I hope that you will 

read to the end, in particular Ron Burnham’s 

Article “Quarter Milers’  quarter century”. 

 

Daryl Foster.              2016                 Victoria BC 
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